308                           THE RAMBLER.                      Ne. 64.

Exchange of endearments and intercourse of civility may
continue, indeed, as boughs may for awhile be verdant,
when the root is wounded; but the poison of discord is
infused, and though the countenance may preserve its
smile, the heart is hardening and contracting.

That man will not be long agreeable, whom we see only
in times of seriousness and severity; and, therefore, to
maintain the softness and serenity of benevolence, it is
necessary that friends partake each other's pleasures as
well as cares, and be led to the same diversions, by simili-
tude of taste. This is, however, not to be considered as
equally indispensable with conformity of principles, because
any man may honestly, according to the precepts of Ho-
race, resign the gratifications of taste to the humour of
another, and friendship may well deserve the sacrifice of
pleasure, though not of conscience.

It was once confessed to me, by a painter, that no pro-
fessor of his art ever loved another. This declaration is
so far justified by the knowledge of life, as to damp the
hopes of warm and constant friendship, between men whom
their studies have made competitors, and whom every fa-
vourer and every censurer are hourly inciting against each
other. The utmost expectation that experience can war-
rant, is, that they should forbear open hostilities and secret
machinations, and, when the whole fraternity is attacked,
be able to unite against a common foe. Some, however,
though few, may perhaps be found, in whom emulation has
not been able to overpower generosity, who are distin-
guished from lower beings by nobler motives than the love
of fame, and can preserve the sacred flame of friendship
from the gusts of pride, and the rubbish of interest.

Friendship is seldom lasting but between equals, or where
thje superiority on one side is reduced by some equivalent
advantage on the other. Benefits which cannot be repaid,
and obligations which cannot be discharged, are not com-
monly found to increase affection; they excite gratitude,
indeed, and heighten veneration; but commonly take away
that easy freedom and familiarity of intercourse, without